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Famous South

9 am. "Belonging: The Family in the South,
An Overview,” by Dr. William Ferris, Director,
The Center for the Study of Southern Culture,
The University of Mississippi, Followed by
Question-and-Answer Session

10 am. Refreshments.

10:30 am. "Three Great Southern Families:
The Jacksons, the Donelsons, the Clays,” by
2 V. Remini, Professor of History
Emeritus, The University of llinois, Followed by
Question-and-Answer Session

11:30 am. Lunch

1 pm. *...Another Kind of Remembering: The
Dunbars, the Hendersons, and

Wosephine. Haxton), Auhor, of
Adams  County, Mississippi. Followed by
Question-and-Answer Session

m. "Black and White Families at
Anlngmn House, the Robert E. Lee Memorial

nsion,” by Dr. Marie Tyler-McGraw,
Historian, National Park Service, Washington,
D.C.. Foliowed by Question-and-Answer Session

2:30 p.m. Refreshments

m. “The Families of Eudora Welty's
Fiction,” by Dr. Noel Polk, Professor of English,
The Universiy of Souther Mississippi, Followed
by Question-and-Answer Session

4 p.m. Booksignings
8:30 p.m. CHOICE OF:

The Ponder Heart by Eudora Welly, Presented
by the Natchez Little Theatre, Linton Avenue
(§10, Ticket A)

OR

The Award-Winning Film Once Upon a Time
When We Were Colored, Based on Mr. Clifton
Taulbert's Memoirs of the Same Name. The
Natchez Eola Hotel (§5, Ticket B)



9 am. "William Alexander Percy and Walker
Percy: Writers of the South," by Dr. Patrick
Samway, S, Literary Editor, America, New York
City, Followed by Question-and-Answer Session

10 am. Refreshments

10:30 a.m. “The Longs of Loulsiana,” by Dr.
Glen Jeansonne. Professor of History, University
of Wisconsin, Followed by Question-and-Answer
Session

11:30 am. Lunch

1 pm. "Aristocrats, Rebels, and Rednecks:
Faulkner's Familles in Fact and Fiction” by Dr.
Kenneth Holditch, Professor of English
Emeritus, University of New Orleans, Followed by
Question-and-Answer Session

2 p.m. Refreshments

p.m. "Of Dining and Dynasties: The
Families Behind Antoine’s, Brennan's, and
Galatolre’s Restaurants In New Orleans,"
Comments and the Showing of a Film by Mr.
Jason Buchtel, Founder, The Southem Film
Institute, Inc., New Orleans, Followed by
Question-and-Answer Session

3:15 p.m. Booksignings.

58 pm._"Literary Landmarks in Natchez's
Garden District,” a Guided Walking Tour with
Visits inside the Private Historic Homes Balley
ise, Boone House, and Barnes House as
Well as 175-Year-Old Trinity Episcopal Church;
Exhibits and Gala Courtyard Reception/Bufet at
Bames House (§50, Ticket C)
(NOTE: $25 of the Literary Landmarks Ticket
Price Is Tax-deductible.)

8:30 p.m. Repeat Performances from May 29
CHOICE OF:
The Ponder Heart, The Natchez Little Theate,
Linton Avenue ($10, Ticket A)
OR

Once Upon a Time When We Were Colored,
The Natchez Eola Hotel (85, Ticket B)

ern Families in Fiction and in Fact

SATURDAY, MAY 31, 1997

DR. BILLY B. THAMES DAY

9am. "Redneck Heaven: The Admirable Sons.
of America,” by Bethany Ewald Bultman,
Author, New Orieans, Followed by Question-and-
Answer Session

10 am. Refreshments.
“Providence: Its Land an

eople,” by Will 5. Campbell. Autno. Vi sl
Tsnnesses Followed by Question-and-Answer
Ses:

1180 am. Booksignings Folowed by Lunch

m "Next of Kin ~ the Tumers, the
nunmans the McMurrans, the Conners: An
Intimate Glimpse into the Households of Four
Historically Prominent Natchez Families,” by
Ms. Kathieen McClain Jenkins, Natchez
National Historical Park, National Park Service,
Followed by Question-and-Answer Session

3:6p.m. "When Next of Kin Meant Next Door:
Three Natchez Suburban Estates,” a
Nelghborhood Tour of the Nationally Significant
Houses Melrose, Monmouth, and Linden, the
Historic Homes of the Tumers, the Quitmans, the.
MeMurrans, and the Conners, with Refreshments
(Ticket D, $15, Transportation not Included)

8 pm. Literary Giants: An Evening to
Remember" (Ticke £, $10)

Presentation of the Richard Wright
Lterary Excllnco Awads to Ms. Elzabetn
Spencer and M. Shelby Fool

* "Quilted Together: The Writer and
the Poet Come Home to Mississippi,” by Mr.
Clifton Taulbert, Aulhel and Film Producer,
Tulsa, and Mr. James A. Autry, Poet, Founder
ofhe Des Moines Nonal Poetry Festival, and
Former President, The Meredth Publishing
Corporation, Des Moines

915 pm. Booksignings and Reception
Honoring the "Literary Giants," Hosted by the
Natchez Association for the Preservation of Afro-
American Culture (Ticket F, $10)




FREE OR LOW-COST EVENTS

* At The Natchez Eola Hotel: Free programs, maps,
and evaluation forms; free “Southern Families™ art
exhibit by William M. Smith, Jr; free quit exhibit by
Laura Bailey Parks; $1 chances on a 1936 edition of
Gone With the Wind; conference-related books for sale

* At Melrose National Historic Landmark: Free
‘exhibitof family genealogies connected to the mansion

* At Judge George W. Armstrong Public Library,
220 South Commerce Street: Free exhibit of books
related to the Celebration theme

* At the Historic Natchez Fe , 108 South
Commerce Street: Cultural R it oxhn

* At the Museum of the Natchez Association for the
Preservation of Afro-American Culture, 301 Market
Street: Photographs and artiacts relating to African-
American families, $1

Stratton Chapel Gallery, 405 State Street:
Historic Natchez Families,” a photograph exhibi, $3

Aspocialwolcome goes o uttaning Humaniies
Division Students ulty Members at Mssissippis
colloges and universites. o

WisisgplCommunity Colage eomarieWiion Sdont
Lawson, Faculy; Tougaloo College: Candice
e sl E s
Sovsi NesioppiFobin i Shoes B e

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTOGRAPH.

TvolanousSouhom s Wik Fauboorand
Eudora Woly, are shown on the f Faulkner's

Tocening i Natonal el A nd| nd Lotos Gold ol
for Ficton i 1962. Both wriers, who mads their families
famous; hav witen about fctonal famikes who Iewise
have become famous. (Photograph courosy of University
Archives, The University of Mississiopi)

MARK YOUR CALENDA

AL
The ot Netche Lferary Globraton s June 4, 199
with the theme, "The South: Its Land and Its Literature.”

197
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THANK YOU

The National Endowment for the Humanities.
through the Mississippi Humanities Council has again
this year financially supported the Natchez Literary
Celebration. This grant, numerous cash gifts, and in-
kind donations have helped make the event possible.

CASH DONATIONS

Benefactor ($1,000 or more): Adams County Board ol
Superisors, Ciy of Natchez, Deposit Guaranty asora
Bank, Eastorn National Park & Monument Associaton,

Entergy, Intomational Paper Foundation, Lady Luck
Masisipp . Nachz Newspapars, o, Or. and e
Randy

Patron (8999-8500); Dr. and Mrs. Robort Barmes, Briton &
Koontz First National Bank, Kelly's Kids, Inc. Natchez

 The Order of the First Familis of
Mississippi, United Mississippi Bark

Donor (§499:$100): M. and Mrs. Robert Bertokt, Callon
Patoeu Compay. W M. Sim . Calon, Corcria
Bank & Trust Co, Poter Garcia Management Group, Rotary
G ofNach,Sias i Sirons & Compary. e o
H.1. Stahiman, i

Supgortr($90:329 BaSut, e andes, Fltard Ok
or. Graves, Dr. and Mis. John D. W. Guice, Mr
RO e e, D and M. Bice Ko
Miss-Lou Vending, Mr. ar Martin Nathanson, Mrs.
e sy b s Komnath S, . Evres
“Truy, M. and Mrs. Willam F. Winter

Assistance: Copiah Lincoln's Eldorhostal, Phi Beta Lambda,
and Student Support Services; Natchez Convention and
Vaic Sl ek e Ty,

‘and Kushnle Law Firm of Natchez; Universiy of
froiefi

Sk Gl Quils, 1936 Gone With the
ot Davis o Hihpoht, udge George W.

Antorg bl iy, Mes. Laua By Parks G,
Nalose Farily Gencalacgy EXbt, Museur f e Natchez
Association for the Preservation of Afro-American Culture,
Normanicaney Prosgaphs. n Station Chapel Galer,
*Souther Families™ Art Work by Mr. Willam M. S, Jr.

Historic Houses and Buildings: Baiey Houss, Bames
House, Boone House, The Bur, Crothers House, Dunleith,
Elgin, Gov. Holmes House, Grfth-McGomas Town House,
“The Guest House Historc nn, Highpoint, Hope Farm, Linden,
Magnola Hal, Motose, Wonmout ot Pepese, The
Natchez Democrat Town H ierview, Shields Town
Hovas, Tty Epscopel Gurch, S arme s

Spacil tharke b e Pt Coter,Edrhonl Connda,
. Carolyn Harper, NLC Fiscal Manager, and Mrs. Chsty
Wik, NLG Admisuativ Asisant a of Copi Licin



The eighth annual
NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION

FAMOUS SOUTHERN FAMILIES
IN FICTION AND IN FACT

From Eudora Welty's fictional Ponders to
William Faulkner's legendary Snopeses...from the
reatife Lees of Virginia to the Longs of
Louisiana...from philosophersto poets..fromfood
experts to miltary heroes...from aristocrats to
rebels 1o rednecks.

All Kinds of Southerners will be explored
during the 1997 Natchez Literary Celebration, an
Olympic Award-winning event. This excitement-
packed conference, called by Mississippi
Humanities Council evaluators the state’s “most
significant conference of its kind," will reveal
tantalizing details about Southern individuals and
groups who left their legacy on the region's
history, literature, and cuture.

Free daytime presentations will take
place at The Natchez Eola Hotel. Related free
and low-cost events include tours of historic
mansions, a play, a film, booksignings, exhibits,
and receptions.

Director of Proceedings

The Honorable Wilam F. Winter
Prosident, Board of Trustoes.

M. Wintar i P Sk dab

Celebration Co-chairmen

Mrs. Smith

Wi Bamet
Gelebration co chairmen are James F. Bamett .

‘Superintendent, Natchez National Histrica Park; and Carolyn

Smit, Instuctor of Engish, Director of Public
Iformation, and Stats Elderhostal Directo, Copiah-Lincoln
Community College in Natchez.

i
page S

For tickets, complete this form and mail it
with check to Natchez Box Office, P.O. Box
1264, Natchez, MS 39121. To order by credit
card, call (601) 445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259.

Name
Street .
City, state, zip " Phone

TICKETED EVENTS

NO. TICKETS COST

ALL TICKETS —_ @810

ALL TICKETS PLUS FOUR
NIGHTS at downtown hotel
(double occupancy) AND
1 MEALS (dinner May 28
‘breakfast June 1) @ $395

Name of roommate:

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS

A. The Ponder Heart
May 29 or May 30
(Circle desired date.) _@$10

B. Once Upon a Time...
tay 29 or May 30
(Circle desired date.) @ $5

€ Lneury Lamlmark
Tour M @850

D. "Next of Kin" Tour
May 31 @315 i

E. "Literary Giants"
Evening May 31 @310

F.Reception May31 __ @ $10

Total payment enclosed




ABOUT THE ANNUAL NATCHEZ LITERARY CELESRATION
NATCHEE Miss s
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TRINITY TALES

Trinty Epicopa Church 305 5. Commerce Nateher, N 39120 February, 1997

ITERARY CELEBRATION

The thmeof he 1997 Liy Caliraon  Fanos S Fani

o o Trky s e wmm
parshioners, rctors an

i i s

Ceebraion. I conjuncton with this
et Ty Coreh il s  diplay, o prset, 3 pa

The Eighth Annual

Favous

FicTion axp ¥ Fact
‘An Olympic Award-winning conference devoted to

our reserch orany
Car

and wekends, Thanks,

May 29 - 81, 1997
The Natchez Eola Hotel * Natchez, Mississippi

Free

b Cbrrir
Natches, Min.
miE
- et h i o

tcher ««mv.lm
e e hei
s it o e 3

147
page 7

o the icton of Eadora Wely i Faulkner
*Intherel v ofthe Longs of Lovisana, th Percys
of Mieisip, the Lo o Virgni,and prominent
Natcho fumiics
Lou-Cost
s o istoric mansions
e Eudors ey i, T PoderHert
e Gl et v
o e Wi We Were Colored
b el b

o tickets, call (801 445-0353 or 18008623250

s prily unded by  rofro he Misispo Hamaiis

e o
o and s ponsred by opinein CammanityCole, e i
Bk vk

1=

Bl



o e

3, 1997

Famous Southern famzlles theme for NLC

andFo ki s e Cioy
e Do nw.h( ek, 2 o S 1 st e

i S s v oty Cole 0
Cusd and dcused ot Departmt of A
b ey el ,...nm., and the Noora Pak

ferececochtman Caroh Vance r.m,.mm o e lecure
ey seres. e tows 1o it man ™ -
Fiom e Less of Virga o b sions, 8 peformance. of Miss “nctany Buliman of New Soutim  Missssipi
Lons of Louisama ffom the Wely's Tt PonderHear 3 shov. “The Natchez s, L. athor o G o i, o 0 stor of
Ponders n Eadora Wl 5 cion. g of the foursar i sersonof  Literary Celebration il i el magannes and mumerous works sbout Eu
1 the Snopeics n’ Willam O Upona e cusom baok ey B85, 1085 severd ook, g ey Wely
Fauliocr's, we Il a3 o bt sigong partes. 3nd gala socil el Reeck Nt Fers, dircorof e
By e (Colored and Last Tri North Kenaeh W. )Inlﬂmh ot o e S o Suien
Most o the lctue crics s James Auty of Des Moines, u"..um 0f New Culure s the Unversy OF
e of s 199 cen i vl ous 1 Wty o v, ki of {0 e vk ain o B e O Vhom i Oson s St
Farous Soum Famiis . snd buldngs. G e p. Vs of oty et of sch L P oyt T g f St
2 soil cvems rced indiitany. bescling boxficton S0k 3 on Wik o Colure
atlo i Contesions of an Accident i e
Tkets ar avabble by calg B S Lo & P Urersiy of Wiconn, adhorof Orsrs. prodce of (b fin OF
e Nt Box offie 130086 of Carng Leadersh s of the Mavs. Hocy P Dinng and Dymstes: A
129 Comic e pudogs WD et L™ Documenary, wheh vcals the
oS00 wk sl o, fomery” of Mo R of e i b e Now O
0w s ke e oot Unresay o Cltp s i eae AR
ot e i s dowows PR, ot 03 53604 eaig by on” A s o o
o 11l i 7

ey
Naches Lierary Ceehraton
= Citon Taen of T | 177
e i Ol Mt b e e d
oD (o e g o G
Upon A Time When We Wore




The Southern Register

1997 Natchez Literary sy oo
Celebration

“Famous Southern Families in Fiction and in Fact” is the theme of the eighth
annual Natchez Literary Celebration to be held May 28-31.

“From the Lees of Virginia to the Longs of Louisiana, from the Ponders of Eudora
Welty' fiction to the Snopeses in William Faulkner’s, we'll lear a lot about real and
fictitious families,” promises Carolyn Vance Smith, conference cochairman.

The 1997 Celebration is a three-day conference that explores the literature, histo-
7, and culture of the Deep South. The lecture series will feature writers and scholars
from across the country, including Will D. Campbell, Ellen Douglas, William Ferris,
and Clifton Taulbert. This year's Richard Wright Literary Excellence Award will be
presented to Elizabeth Spencer and Shelby Foote.

Conference participants may also opt to attend a theatre performance of Eudora
Welty's The Ponder Heart, a showing of the film version of Taulbert's Once Upon a
Time When We Were Colored, or to take part in any of several tours, book signings, and
receptions.

“Most of the lecture series s free, with tours to historic homes and buildings, the
film, the play and social events priced individually at low cost,” Smith said. Tickets
are available by calling Natchez Box Office (800-862-3259). Complete ticket pack-
ages cost $100, with a special package at $395, which includes all tickets, four nights’
lodging, and 11 meals, May 28-June 1.

6
F“§¢ q



Natchez hterary Celebration
group honored for work

By CAROLYNVANCE SyITH
Special to the Democra

“The Natchez Literary okt b
its sponsors and chairmen were
among more than a dozen groups
honored Monday in Jackson by
Entergy Mississippi for “outstand-
ing work which improves the quali-
ty of life for all the state’s citizens.”

Also honored were such projects
the  Mississippi  Wildlife
Federation; ~ New  Horizor

Ministries, involved with education
and employment training; and the
March of Dimes.

“The Literary Celebration was the
only event in Natchez to be honored.

“It is part of the infrastructure in
our state, making Mississippi's
community more appealing, pro-
moting learning and literacy,” said
Entergy President Donald E.
Meiners.

An annual three-day conference
devoted 1o the South's literature,
history and culture, the Celebration
won the 1995 Olympics Award for
Humanities Programming and the
1996 Governor's Award for Most
Outstanding Event in Mississippi.

11 has annually won funding from
the National Endowment for the
Humanities through the Mississippi
Humanities Council and will be fea-
wred in the NEH magazine,
Humanities, in the May-June 1997

issue,

“The literary event, now its eighth
year, is sponsored by Copiah-
Lincoln Community College, the

The Natcher
320491

1517
Fe5¢ o

Democ

Mississippi Department of Archives
and History and the National Park
Service

Celebration co-chairmen Carolyn
Vance Smith of Co-Lin, James F.
Bamett Jr. of MDAH and Robert
Dodson of the park service were
‘guests of Entergy at the meeting.

They joined about 200 people
from across Mississippi (0 hear
accolades from Meiners, Entergy
Customer Service Director Fred
Johnson of Jackson and Entergy
Customer Service Manager Forest
Persons of Natchez.

“Entergy takes pride in you and
your contributions and your volun-
teers,” Meiners said. “We at Entergy
are proud of our partnership with
‘communities across the state. There
is 2 magic in partnerships. This syn-
ergy, this cooperative action, is
extremely valuable. We salute you.”

‘group represents the finest of
volunteerism in  Mississippi.
Johnson said.

“The credit for success goes 1o
the person in the arena, the person
who dares greatly, the person who is
never timid. This dedication is what
has eamed for you the respect of
Entergy.”

Persons echoed this praise.

“Not a single person in this. room
does what they do to get rich,”
Persons said. “What they do is make
Mississippi a better state, a better
place to live. The Natchez Literary
Celebration is something all of us
are very, very proud of."

vat Noatelez, Mss -

Page 14 Countey Roads High Spring 1997

May 29-31
The Natche: Literary
Celebration
Natchez, Miss.

Famous Southern families will be
issed and discussed” at the eighth an-
nual Natchez Literary Celebration. The
Lees of Virginia, the Longs of Louisi-
ana, the Percys of Mississippi, the Pon-
ders in Eudora Welty's fiction and the

Compsons and Snopeses in Faulkner's
include

e i
plored'in Famous Southern Paunienn
Fiction and in

award-

ict, an Olymp;
winning three-day international confer-
ence led by writers and scholars famous
in their own right. Look for a full sched-
ule of events in the Early Summer di
tion of Country Roads. For
aall (601) 446-5874, %
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The Natchez Democrat
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Literary celebration
earns more accolades

ihe renown Natchez Literary Celebration

keeps caming well-deserved accolades.

This week, the celebration joined more:
than a dozen other cultural groups honored by
Entergy Mississippi for “outstanding work which
improves the quality of life for all the state’s citi-
zens.” ¢

1ts just the latest in a long list of honors for the
three-day festival, including 1995 Olympics
Award for Humanities Programming and the 1996
Governor's Award for Most Outstanding Event in
Mississippi.

Sponsors of the celebration — Copiah-Lincoln
Community College, the Mississippi Department
of Archives and History and the National Park
Service — continue (o create innovative, exciting
and educational programs for the annual event.
1ts no easy chore, and the recognition they've
camed is well-deserved.

We say congratulations and thanks to all the
folks who play a role in making the Natchez Lit-
erary Celebration a success.

Friday, March 21, 1997

Spring 1997
Volume V. No. 2

Cover ‘Pages

NAississippi (Cornrectiorns

the March-April M

Bethany (Betsy Ewald) Bultman

Heaven is still getting
its share ofattention, Bathany’s The Jay
of Enertaining, writien with Beverly

cles the l
of Kate Anderson. Douglas weaves a
beautiful tapestry of the joys and sorrows
that bond a family and create the texture
oflife.

Greg lles
At pros tme, Mortl Fear was st
York Times for
best seller list, and movie people are
reading manuscipts. The novel i n ts
third printin.
recommended in the

Natchez Literary Celebration

by Abbeville

are May 29 - 31 for the 8th celebration of

page 116)
full schedule of touring and is well into
the writing of book #4

1f you need a book personalized, he
has been most accommodating, so call the
store and arrangements will b made.

gracious entertaining, the book will sell
for $24.95. The hard cover edition is out
of print.

aging

Ellen Douglas (Josephine Haxtor)
ps i 15U

readers report it awfully hard to put
down!

Aninterview with Greg is featured in

April as part of their "Voices of the
‘South” series. Set i the fictional town of
Homochitto, this delightful tale chroni-

this event. The theme is "Famous
Southern Failies in Fiction and i
Fact." Note that speakers will include

thany Bultman and Ellen Douglas.
For info, call 446-1208.

Catherine Tillman
‘The March issue of Saveur Magazine
has a four page article penned by
(Continued on page 3)

1747

745¢ {




“Hi

Natchez Literary Celebration
receives more statewide recognition

Special to the Democrat

The Natchez Literary Celebration
was in the spotlight again this week
in Jackson when the Mississi

Legislature unanimously passed a
special resolution celebrating (he

Eola Hotel, using the theme,
“Famous Southern Families in
Fiction and in Fact.”
The H ities Council, which

since 1972 has administered $9 mil-
lion in fedeml funds for humnmues

25th y of the N
Humanities Council.
The Council in turn recognized the
Literary Celebration as its most out-
standing program and featured it at
an anniversary luncheon meeting fol-

M
recelved not only the special resolu-
tion but also a standing ovation from
members of the House of
Representatives.

“We are extremely pleased with

lowing the legisl

Carolyn Vance Smith of Natchez,
founder and co-chairman of the
Celebration, was present for the leg-
islative ceremony and was a speaker
at the meeting.

“The Humanities Council has pro-
vided funding for the Literary
Celebration each year since the event
was founded in 1990, Smith said.
‘there is such prestige in saying that
the National Endowment for lhe
ities through the M pp
Humanities Council approves our
programs. We are eternally grateful
for this support.”

Dr. Barbara Carpenter, executive
director of the Mississippi
Humanities Council, said, “The
Literary Celebration is the show
piece of the Humanities Council. It's
the best event we support.”

The Natchez Literary Celeb

this ,” said Dr. Jack White
of Starkville, president of the MHC
board of trustees. Following the cer-
emony at the luncheon meeting,
Smith presented a brief history of the
Literary Celebration and recounted
two special moments, including the
reading in 1990 by Eudora Welty of
one of her short stories to a standing-
room only crowd at the Carriage
House Restaurant and the recitation
of poetry in 1995 by Maya Angelou

to a packed Natchez City
Auditorium.
“The Natchez Literary Celebration

tops the list of five major programs
recently funded by the MHC,”
Carpenter said. “The MHC averages
65 grants annually, all of which are
matched with local funding sources,
either in cash or in kind.”

The 1997 MHC grant to the
Literary Celeb: totals $12,500.

is sponsored by Copiah-] meoln

“We’ll use this money to pay our

C y College, the

Department of Archives and Hlstory
and the Natchez National Historical
Park of the National Park Service.
Co-chairmen with Smith are
James Bamett Jr. of MDAH and
Robert Dodson of the park service.
The eighth annual celebration will
take place May 29-31 at the Natchez

kers’ fees and travel expenses,”

Smuh said. “Without the Humanities
Council’s funding, the Literary
Celebration would be severely
diminished. The MHC has helped
create a program in Natchez that
obviously meets the needs of many
people. All of us who work with the
Celebration are deeply grateful.””

THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT. Natchez, Miss.

Thursday, April 3, 1997
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PINION

- Naluiiez uterary Celebration needs your help

scenery about Natchez...[ wi

relieved by the sight of an avenue of
those beautiful trees called here the
Pride of China.” So wrote John James
Audubon in his journal upon arrival in
Natchez in 1820.

em: Mark Twain described Natchez
as “beautifully situated on one of those
high spots” in an interesting chapter of
his Life on the Mississippi. He goes on
10 describe ice houses of another day
found in Natchez. The ice we take for
granted Twain called “jewelry, and only

Imm “There is much )

who lived in Natchez in the 1800, in
‘The Barber of Natchez. This biography
adds 10 what Johnson himself had writ-
ten and was later published, William
Johnson's Diary: The Antebellum Diary
of a Free Negro,
s snd s o oo ook
have been written about Natchez and by
the citizens of Natchez during this color-
ful city's past three centuries. And
though we know of many of these ttles,
we certainly don't know them

‘That's where you can help us. This
year, the Natchez Literary Celebration,
0 take place May 29-31, is attempting
ground-breaking project: the compila-

Top of the
Morning

CoLintibrarian

tion of as many books by or about
Natchez and its people as we can find.

“This information will be used during
the Celebration in the Garden District,
when literary walking tours will be con-
ducted, pointing out houses and other
sites connected with Natchez’s very own
literate

Perhaps you know some of the fabu-
Tous tidbits that would enhance our
research. Though you may think what
you know is legend or lore, it may very
well be fact. And we want to know
about it Please let us hear from you. All
you have o do s call us at Copiah-Lin-
coln Community College in Natchez,
(601) 446-1107. If voice mail answers,
please don’t hang up. Leave your mes-
sage, because we need your information!
Some folks have already told us
bout:

* Jim Bowie and his brother Rezin,
subjects of The Iron Mistress by Paul |

‘Wellman, These adventuresome enire-
preneurs who traded horses in Natchez
Under-the-Hill were made famous by
the Bowie knife legend.

* D. Clayton James, a Natchez native,
who wrote the definitive Antebellum
Natchez, recently reprinted by LSU
press.

* Varina Howell, Natchez wife of Jef-
ferson Davis, who wrote the two-volume
biography, Jefferson Davis, Ex-President
of the Confederate States of America: A
Memoir. She wound up in New York,
writing for a living, and later was the
subject of Eron Rowland's Varina How-
ell, Wie of Jefferson Davis.

* Sarah Ellis Dorsey, also form
Natchez and also closely connected to
Jefferson Davis, who wrote Recollec-
tions of Henry Watkins Allen, a biogra-
phy of the Confederate governor of

ouisiana.

* And of course the 20-th century
Natchez writers Richard Wright, Ellen
Douglas, Eudora Welty, Greg lles,
Bethany Ewald Bultman, Alice Wal-
worth Graham, Courtney Parker, Tom
and Joan Gandy, Ron and Mimi Miller,
Sim Callon, Carolyn Vance Smith...and
the list goes on.

Whom can you add to the list? We're
waiting 10 hear from you today! Just call
(601) 446-1107.
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Mississippi
writers win
awards

Will accept at Natchez
Literary Celebration
on May 31

By JOAN GANDY

‘The Natchez Democrat

Mississippi  writers Shelby
Foote and Elizabeth Spencer
have been named the 1997
Richard ~ Wright  Literary
Excellence Award winners and
will accept their medals at the
Natchez Literary Celebration on
May 31

The announcement of this
year’s winners in fiction and
non-fiction writing came from
Dr. David G. Sansing, chairman
of the nominating committee and
former University of Mississippi
history professor.

“The committee is delighted
with our selections and equally
thrilled that both Mr. Foote and
Ms. Spencer will join us in
Natchez for the conference,”
Sansing said.

“These are truly literary giants
of their times whose works rep-
resent some of the best among
Southern and even among all
American writers,” he said.

Foote, winning for his life’s
work in non-fiction, is best
known for his monumental his-
torical work, “The Civil War,”
three volumes written during a

eriod of 20 years.

“Mr. Foote also has produced a
fine body of fiction, but he
became internationally
acclaimed for his historical
books after the 1991 PBS adapta-
tion of the Civil War works,”
Sansing said.

Foote was born in Greenville
in 1916. His writing career began

Shelby Foote

during his student days at the
University of North Carolina,
where he contributed to the
school’s literary journal.

“Ms. Spencer, our fiction win-
ner, has written many highly suc-
cessful novels and collections of
short stories,” Sansing said.

“Many of her fans remember
especially ‘The Light in the
Piazza,’ a 1960 novel which was
made into a popular movie by the
same name in 1962.”

Spencer is a( native of
Carrollton, where she completed
high school in 1938. She went on
to receive a bachelor's degree
from Belhaven College in
Jackson and a master’s degree
from Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, Tenn.

“Her awards are numerous,”
Sansing said. “Her first novel,
“Fire in the Morning,’ was a big
success and by the time her sec-
ond book was_published, “This
Crooked ~ Way,' Elizabeth
Spencer was recognized with an
award by the American Academy
of Arts & Letters.”

The 1997 winners of the
Richard Wright awards join dis-
tinguished past winmers, Sansing

Margml Alexander,
Willie Morris and Josephine
Haxton.

‘The award honors the work of
Natchez native Richard Wright,

Elizabeth Spencer
born in 1908, the son of a coun-
try school teacher and an unedu-
cated share cropper.

“Black Boy,” Wright's fiction-
alized autobiography, was pub-
lished in 1945 and sold 400,000
copies in three months.

Wright's first novel, “Native
Son,” was published in 1940 and
was an immediate success. After
working in_Chicago, Wright
moved to Paris, where he died in
1960.

The  Natchez Literary
Celebration will open on May 29

and will feature more than a
dozen scholarly lectures on the
eme, “Famous  Southern
Families in Fact and in Fiction.”

The three-day conference,
which also includes a play, a film
and two tours, will offer opportu-
nities for participants at the con-
ference to purchase books writ-
ten by the lecturers and to have
them autographed, Sansing said.

‘The Celebration, in its eighth
year, is sponsored by Copiah-
Lincoln Community College, the
Mississippi  Department  of
Archives and History and the
Natchez National Historical
Park.

Most events are free. The low-
cost tickets for tours and other
entertainments are available at
Natchez Box Office, 1-601-445-
0353 or 1-800-862-3259.

t
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The eighth annual Natchez Literary Celebration
resents

Famous Southern Families in Fiction and in Fact

About Southern aristocrats, rebels and rednecks
» In the fiction of Eudora Welty and William Faulkner.
* In the real lives of the Longs of Louisiana, the Percys of Mississippi, the
Lees of Virginia, and prominent Natchez families.

May 2931, 1997 Free Daily Lectures
The. Natchez Eola Hotel 9 a.m.-4.p.m.
 Natchez, Mississippi
B

LOW COST RELATED EVENTS
ifton Taulbert, James Autry, Shelby Foote, Elizabeth Spencer, May 31, 8 p.m. ($10)

e AT ‘mansions, May 30 ($30) and May 31 ($15).
* The Eudora Welly play, The Ponder Heart, May 29 and May 30, 8:30 pm. (S1
+ The Clifton Taulbert m
« Eestive reception, May 31,
« Daly booksignings. (Free)

0)
Onee Upon A Time When We Were Colored, May 29 and May 30,8:30 pm. (510)
pam. ($10)

e For tickets, call 601-445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259.
5 Mhicsssi i i eo CopialvLinéol
Community College, the Mississi Archives and History, and the National Park Service.
o |
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Library event coincides with literary fest

special open house will be held at
the Judge George W. Armstrong
Library o 4 X
6, from 410 6 p.m. in conjunction with the
Naihez Lierry Ceebrtion
& open house is sponsored by the
ik lhe  Armistong Libesysod e
Board of Trustees of the Armstrong Library.
“This is a time e fo he popleof Nekhz an
25 (0 come 10 visit the
library, to meet and converse with visitors 0
the Natchez area
the Literary Celebration, and t0 hor
of our local authors as well,
Greg lles will be the guest of honor for
. He will be available (0 sign
copies of his books o if you have a copy
bring it along or plan 1o purchase a copy
while you are here
g has had great success as a fiction
writer, His current three books were first
published in hardback and all have now-

titls.
1993;

“Mortal Fear” published in 1997. 1t i
il t e o kS g
airports and in bookstores around the coun-

Top of the
Morning
Margaret Wesley

try. His fans are looking forward 10 book
four due out this year.

“The good news is that he has others in
progress.

A'second major feature of the open house:
wil be a collection of carly oil paintings of
landscape scenes of the south. These paint-
ings, part of the collection of Logan Sewell
of Vidalia, depict the growth of land use in
the early south. Most of our residents have:
never seen the paintings, s it wil be a rare
treat for us all. M. Sewell promises a vari-
ety of scenes will be available for his spe-
cial viewing.

Also being featured at the open house will
be the Scharff collection of early Natchez

i

947
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prints
“The prints are on permanent loan to the
ltrar ronthe Naichez His

i ot il o e
St S
ol. Maurice R.
” Colonel Schar was the so of Mort
and Rosa RoosSchartl o Natchez Ho was
bom in Natche n 845 He spnt s youlh
in Natchez, atended the Massachuset
Tnstitt o Technoogy. and seved a5 &
lsnsed Professona Enginer in
Pennsylvania, West Vi
The callcton of prints and rawings depct
Natchez and surrounding areas du
French regime, [716-1763. Colonel Scharfl
made a gift of he prits o the Natchez
Historical Sty He diedn 1967.

e visit you e partina
ol even atrin e et
landscapes of the south

“The food will be great and the company
even better
Come o enjoy the festivitis at your local
iy e
% s ety
1he o of he v




The Eighth Annual
Natchez Literary Celebration

presents

“Literary Landmarks in the
Natchez Garden District”

A guided walking tour with visits inside
the private historic homes Bailey house,
Boone house, Barnes house as well as
the 175 year old Trinity Episcopal
Church; exhibits and Gala Courtyard
Reception/Buffet at Barnes House.

Tickets $50
(Note: $25 of the Literary Landmarks
ticket price is tax deductible.)

For ticket information call
(601)445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259

2A + THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss. Tuesday, May 20, 1997

16 Today/May 1997

FEverils

u Natchez Literary Celebration, May
29-31, Natchez. Conference centered on
literature, history and culture, Theme s
“Famous Southern Families in Fiction
and Fact.” Free. Natchez Eola Hotel,
Contact Copiah-Lincoln Community
College, 446-1208 or 1-800-862-3259.
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Willam Winter to serve as NLC aster of Ceremonies
Former Mississippi Governor WILLIAM WINTER, of
Jackson, will serve as Master of Ceremonies for the |
Natchez Literary Celebration for the eighth year in a i
row. 1. s |



riters and Scholars from acrogg

t will convene jj
the coul1199r7y Natchez Literary Celebration Natchez

Famous Souther families will be “cussed and discussed” at the
eighth annual Nalchez Literary Celebration May 29 - 31, says conference co -
chairman Carolyn Vance Smith.

“From the Lees of Virginia to the Longs of Louisiana, from the
Ponders in Eudora Welty's fiction to the Snopeses in William Faulkner’s, we'll
learn a lot about real and fictitious families, * she said.

The theme of the 1997 event is “Famous Southem Families in Fiction
and in Fact,” Smith said. Speakers are writers and scholars from across the
country, many of whom are famous in their own right. “They will discuss
individual Southen families as well as groups of Southerners from rednecks to
aristocrats,” she said.

To take place in the historic river city of Natchez, Mississippi, with
headquarters at The Natchez EOLA Hotel, the 1997 Celebration is a three -
day conference which annually explores the literature, history and culture of
the Deep South. Co - sponsors are Copiah - Lincoln Community College, the

ississippi Department of Archives and History and the Natchez National
Park.
“Enhancements to the lecture series are tours to historic mansions, a
performance of Miss Welty’s The Ponder Heart, a showing of the four - star film
version of Once (Jpon a Time..., custom booksigning parties and gala social
events,” Smith said

Speakers include:

#Clifton Taulbert of Tulsa, Oklahoma, a Mississippi native who is
the prize - winning author of Once (jpon a Time When We Were Colored and
Last Train North.

a~James Autry of Des Moines, lowa, author of two acclaimed
volumes of poetry and writer of such best - selling non - fiction books as
Concessions of an Accidental Businessman and Love & Profit: The Art of Caring
Leadership.

Wl D. Campbell of Mt. Juleit, Tennessee, formerly of Mississippi,
prize - winning author of Providence, Brother to a Dragonfly and Forty Acres and
a Goat.

a-Ellen Douglas of Jackson, Mississippi, author of A Family's Affairs,
Apostles of Light and other novels, all of which have won literary awards

aBethany Bultman of New Orleans, author of dozens of articles in
national magazines and several books, including a runaway best seller,
Redrieck Heaven.

a-Kenneth W. Holditch of The University of New Orleans, program
director of the New Orleans Literary Festival and an authority on William
Faulkner.

a-Glen Jeansonne of the University of Wisconsin, author of Messiah
of the Masses: Huey P. Long.

a-Robert B. Remini of The University of llinois at Chicago, the
nation’s leading authority on Andrew Jackson and Henry Clay.

a-Patrick Samway, S.J. , of New York, literary editor of America and
author of a new biography, Walker Percy: A Life.

a-Noel Polk of the University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg,
author and editor of numerous works about Eudora Welty.

aWilliam Ferris, director of the Center for the Study of Southem
Culture at The University of Mississippi, Oxford, and editor of The Encyclopedia
of Southen Culture.

a~Jason R. Buchtel of New Orleans, producer of the film Of Dining
and Dynasties: A Documentary which reveals the families behind the New
Orleans restaurants, Antoine’s Galatoire's and Commander's Palace.

Winners of the 1997 RICHARD WRIGHT LITERARY EXCELLENCE.
AWARD are Elizabeth Spencer and Shelby Foote, who will be present to
receive their awards.

“Most of the lecture series is free, with tours to historic homes and
buildings, the film, the play and social events priced individually at low cost,”
Smith said. Tickets are available by calling Natchez Box Office, 1-800-862-
3259. Complete ticket packages cost $100, with a special package at $395
which includes all tickets, four nights’ housing in a downtown hotel and 11
meals, May 28 - June 1. %
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|Famous Mississippi writers William Faulkner and Eudora
|Welty, shown here in 1962, will be featured in lectures and
|a play at the eighth annual Natchez Literary Celebration, May
129 - 31, 1997. The theme of the conference is “Famous [
Southern Families in Fiction and in Fact.” Both Faulkner |
and Welty made their families famous and created fictional |

families which likewise became famous.
> el Photo submitted,

Dr. Robert Remini,
a favorite lecturer by many, will
once again return to Natchez on
May 29 to participate in the
1997 Natchez Literary Celebration.

»Dr. Robert Remini b ¢
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>Shelby Foote
will receive the
1997 RICHARD
WRIGHT
LITERARY
EXCELLENCE
AWARD
for non - fiction
at the Natchez
Literary
Celebration on
May 3

<The RIGHARD
WRIGHT
LITERARY
EXCELLENCE
AWARD for
fiction will be
awarded to
Elizabeth
Spencer at the
1997 Natchez
Literary
Celebration on
May 31.

Photos submitted.

Say Thanks__

Did you have a teacher that made a difference in
your life? This would be a great time to call that
special teacher and express your graitude for helping
mold you into the wonderful person you've becomel
Tt will make your teacher very, very happy!

The DIGEST just loves teachers!
We know you do, too!
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Richard “Irighi:
Literary Award
Winners Named

Mississippi writers Shelby Foote and Elizabeth Spencer have
been named the 1997 Richard Wright Literary Excellence Award
winners and will accept their medals at the Natchez Literary
Celebration on May 31

The announcement of this year's winners in fiction and non -
fiction writing came from Dr. David G. Sansing, chairman of the
nominating committee and former University of Mississippi history
professor.

“The committee is delighted with our selections and equally
thilled that both Mr. Foote and Ms. Spencer will join us in Natchez for
the conference,” Sansing said.

“These are truly literary giants of their times whose works
represent some of the best among Southern and even among all

‘oote, winning for ‘s work in non - fiction, is best known
o Bin maciaurental histarcal ik, *THe Civi Wik 1 6= ohes
written during a period of 20 years!

“Mr. Foote also has produced a fine body of fiction, but he
became internationally acclaimed for his historical books aﬂer the
1991 PBS adaptation of the Civil War works,” Sansing said.

Foote was born in Greenville in 1916. His writing career began
during his student days at the University of North Carolina, where he
contributed to the school's literary journal.

“Ms. Spencer, our fiction winner, has written many highly
successful novels and collections of short stories,” Sansing said. “Many
of her fans remember especially “The Light in the Piazza,' a 1960 novel
which was made into a popular movie by the same name in 1962.”

Spencer is a native of Carrollton, where she completed high
school in 1938. She went on to receive a bachelor’s degree from
Belhaven College in Jackson and a master’s degree from Vanderbilt
University in Nashville, Tenn.

“Her awards are numerous,” Sansing said. “Her first novel, ‘Fire
in the Morning,” was a success and by the time her second book was
published, ‘This Crooked Way. Elizabeth Spencer was ‘recognized with

an award by the American Academy of Arts & Letters.

The 1997 winners of the Richard Wright awards join
distinguished past winners, Sansing said. They are Eudora Welty,
Margaret Walker Alexander, Willie Morris and Josephine Haxton.

The award honors the work of Natchez naive Richard Wright,
born in 1908, the son of a country school teacher and an illiterate
share cropper.

“Black Boy,” Wright's fictionalized autobiography, was
published in 1940 and was an immediate success. After working in
Chicago, Wright moved to Paris, where he died in 1960.

The Natchez Literary Celebration will open on May 29 and will
feature more than a dozen scholarly lectures on the theme, “Famous
Southern Families in Fact and in Fiction.”

o three  cay conferencelien e inclides Sipey i
and two tours, will offer
o purchEseTackewiktien byl lechirers aARBIHAVE b
autographed, Sansing said.

e Celebration, in its eighth year, is sponsored by Copiah -
Lincoln Commum!y College, the Mississippi Department of Archives
and History and the Natchez National Historical Park.

lost events are free. The low - cost tickets for tours and other
entertainment are available at Natchez Box Office, 1-601-445-0353 or
1-800-862-3250.
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The Eighth Annual
Natchez Literary Celebration

presents
“Fu Southern Families in Fiction and in Fact”
May 29 - May 31
The Natchez Eola Hotel ¢ Natchez, Mississippi

THURSDAY, MAY 29, 1997
200 a.m, “Families in the South,” William Ferris
10330 aun, “The Jacksons, he Dorelsons, the Clays,” Robert V.

“The Dunbars, the Hendersons, the Surgets of
Mlssnsslppl, Ellen Douglas
“Black and White Families with Robert E. Lee,”
Marie Tyler-McGraw

“Eudora Welfy's Families,” Noel Polk
530700 pm, Reception for Carolyn Vance Smith, sponsored
by Copiah-Lincoln
Choice of “The Ponder Heart, ($10 fickef) Naichez
Little Theafre OR the film Once Upon o Time When We Were
Colored, ($5 ficke!) Eola Hotel

9200 a.m, “The Percys,” Patrick Samway
“The Longs of Louisiana,” Glen Jeansonne

100 pum, “Faulkner’s Families” Kenneth Holdifch
230 pn, “New Orleans Restaurant Families,” Jason Buchiel

(850 ticket) Tour of Bailey House, Boone
House, Barnes Houss and Trnily Episcopal Chorch. wilh
{ recepiion/buffet
Choice of the play “The Ponder Heart,” ($10 fickef)
or the film “Once Upon o Time When We Were Colored,”
(85 ticket)

SATURDAY, MAY 31, 1997
200 g.m, “Redneck Heaven,” Bethany Ewald Buliman
J_q;ag_gmw,ov.deu:e, Campbell

200 p.m, “The Turners, Quitmans, M:Murrons, Conners of
Notchez,” Kaihleen McClain Jenkins
; (815 ficket) Tour of Melrose, Monmouth and
nden with refreshments
(810 ticke) Richard Wright Literary Excellence

A o rizre Spencer and Shelby Foote and “Quilted
Together: Writer and Poet,” Clifton Taulbert and James A, Autry

15 p.m. (810 fickel) Booksignings and Receplion, sponsored
by Nafchez for the of A
Culture ot the Historic Nafchez Foundation

For Tickets call (601) 445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259

sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln Community College, Mississippi Department of Archives and.
History and the National Park Service. Partially funded by the Mississippi Humanities Council.

(Clip and save this schedule)
) A L - S5 15-57

LEasy d/jfc»«/ S7RI
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Bluff ity Post May 23-June 13, 1997 page 3
CLIFTON TAULBERT The Literary

& Celebration also will preseat
ONEOL MANL, a showing of the film version

HEADLINERSAT ¢ Tlberts *Once Upon a
1997 NATCHEZ  Tinc" When We Were
LITERARY Colored,” a highly acclaimed
CELEBRATION ~  vov+  staming  Phylicia
Kashaa, Al Freeman Jr. and

Polly Bergan

Taulbert will appear
at the Celebration during the
closing evening, billed as

te An
Evening to Remember." He
will speak along with f:llow
Mississippian

Renowned
Mississippi _author _Clifion
Taulbert will be among the
stellar line-up of scholars
speaking at the 1997 Natchez
Literary_Celebration, May ol
29-3 Natl
Sk Naglge A, Ay, & poctend founda

e bert. best known: O the Des Moines National
for his books "The Last P°°“y§';"":lvlﬁm"g it
Train Norh" and "Once
Upon a Time When We Mo . boyhoods — in
Were Colored,” was bom in YuSsissippi, - Taulbert and

. Autry will speak on the
the delta community of Glen y
topic, "Quilted  Together
Allen, where he was reared
The Writer and the Poet
by hisgreat-grandparents () G
R ome Home to Mississippi
ot o That same evening,
May 31, also will include the
presentation of the Richard
Wright Literary Excellence
Award to two other
distinguished writers bon in
stslsslpm Shelby Foote and
" Elizab cer.
Literary
Ceebratons spossored by
Copiah-Lincoln Community
College, the  Mississippi
Department of Archives and
History and the Natchez
National  Historical ~Park
The thene fx s 1007
conference i
Southem Familis in Fiction
and in Fact

&

e caring
relatives provided a "safe
place” for him to dream and
develop his aspirations,
Taulbert has said. Today
Taulbert is lauded as

His latest  book,
"Watching Our Crops Come
In," was released earlier this
year by Viking and will be
available at the Literary
Celebration book store. The
book is based on Taulbert is
based on Taulberts own
memories of the turbulent
South in the 1950s and

s,




Thursday, May 22, 1997 THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss. * 7A

[ The Eighth Annual Natchez Literary Celebration
presents

“Famous Southern Families in Fiction and in Fact”
May 29 - 31, 1997, The Natchez Eola Hotel, Natchez, Mississippi

THURSDAY, MAY 29, 1997
2:00 o,m, “Families in the South,” William Ferris
10:30 ., “The Jacksons, the Donelsons, the
cw«s, Robert V. Remini
40 p.m. “The Dunbars, the Hendersons, the
Surgels of Mississippi,” Ellen Douglas
lack and WI-Me Fomilies with Robert
E. Lee, Maiie Ter-cOrm
300 5.m, “Eudora Weliys Families” Noel Polk
Reception for Carolyn Vance
Smilh, sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln
of “The Ponder Heart, ($10
fickeh Natchez Litle Theaire OR the fiin Once
Upon a Time When We Were Colored, ($5
ticket) Eola Hotel

ERIDAY, MAY 30, 1997
9:00 a.m, “The Percys,” Patrick Samway
10:30 am. “The Longs of Louisiana,” Glen
Jeansonne
1 “Faulkner’s Families” Kenneth Holditch
“New Orleans Restaurant Families,”
Juson Buchtel
(850 ticket) Tour of Bailey

House Boone House, Barnes House and Trinity
Episcopal Church, with receplion/buffet

Choice of the play “The Ponder
Heart,” (§10 tickef) or the film “Once Upon a
Time When We Were Colored,” (85 ficket)

(Clip and save this schedule)

SATURDAY, MAY 31, 1997
900 a.m. “Redneck Heaven,” Bethany Ewald
Bultman
; “Providence,” Will Campbell
2:00 p.m. “The Turners, Quitmans, McMurrans,
Conners of Natchez,” Kathleen McClain Jenkins
3:00 - 6:00 p.m, ($15 ticket) Tour of Melrose,
Monmouth and Linden with refreshments
($10 ticket) Richard Wright Literary
i T A e
Shelby Foote and “Quilted Together: Writer and
Poet,” Clifton Toulbert and James A. Autry
9:15 p.m. ($10 ticket) Booksignings ond
Recepfion, sponsored by Naichez Association
for the Preservation of Afro-American Culture ot
the Historic Natchez Foundation

For Tickets call (601) 445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259
sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln Community College,
Mississippi Department of Archives and History
and the National Park Service. Partially funded by
the Mississippi Humanities Council.

6A ¢ THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss.

Friday, May 23, 1997

The Eighth Annual
Natchez Literary Celebration

Ppresents

The Ponder Heq

by Eudora Welty

The Natchez Little Theatre
May 29th and May 80th

at 8:30 p.m.

Tickets are $10 and seating is limited.
For ticket information call

(601)445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259
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The Natchez Literary Celebration

‘When Next of Kin
Meant Next Door

a Tour Featuring
Linden, Melrose, and Monmouth
efreshments at Linden)

3-6 p.m., Saturday, May 31, 1997
NOTE: Houses may be visited in any order.
Transportation is NOT included.

Sunday, May 25, 1997

=
A

The Natchez Literary Celebration
The Ponder Heart
8:30 p.m., Friday, May 30, 1997

The Natchez Little Theatre
Linton Avenue

THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchoz, Miss. » 9A

G444 271 Monday, May 26,1897

Natchez Little Theatre
“The Ponder

By: Eudora Wel
Directed by: Elizabeth Boggess
Wed., May 28 -Sun., June 1
8PM Reception
8:30PM Curtain Nightly
Sunday Matineé 2:30PM

Natchez Little Theatre
Corner of Linton & Maple

announces 2

Heart” S

For more information call 442-2233

BA« THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss.

1997
Natchez Literary
Celebration
May 29-31

(7 pie 31

Canal Street Depot
Comer of Cansl & Siae recls
1-800-647-32509 « 1-601-445-0353




) 2A * THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Naichcz, Miss. Monday, May 26, 1997 s

The Eighth Annual
Natchez Literary Celebration
presents

“When Next of Kin Meant
Next Door: Three Natchez

Suburban Estates”

A neighborhood tour of the significant
houses Melrose, Monmouth and
Linden, the Historic Homes of the
Turners, the Quitmans, the McMurrans
and the Conners, with refreshments.

Tickets $15
Transportation not included.
For ticket information call
(601)445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259

1497 pese 2ok



Melrose S e

Historically Prominent
Familes

The Househods of Fo
sisa Turner Natche

John T. MeMaurran m. Mary L

Monmouth

Sedge Hill

e L. Austen
e

Natom Park Service



presents

—
The Eighth Annual
Natchez Literary Celebration

The Award-Winning Film,

We Were Colored

Based on Mr. Clifton Taulbert’s
Memoirs of the same name.

Tickets are $5 and seating is limited.
For ticket information call
(601)445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259

Tuesday, May 27, 1997 ‘THE NATCHEZ DEMOGRAT, Natchez, Miss. » 5A

Natchez Democrat

Serving Natchez, Vidalia and the Miss-Lou _ Naichez, Mississippi

(997 /;(.5( 24



1>, Clayton James

Natchez Literary Celebration brings
fictional and famous families back to life

By JOAN GANDY Now, we can pck up the phone and call some of these
i Natchez Democrat word-lass sch we have quetionson some his-
e g sl Nacte Lin Colten poi n sad.
I apens a1 9 am. Thursday at The Natchez Eola “They are very geperous i sharingthir capetise with
et e Mo s ot et e s
and ral e 1097 con
ot o Cltin w gt e G S S R R S L i
munity Collge, the Missisippi Department of Archives
History and th Natchez Naonal istorical Park.

and
Organizrs have worked behind the cenes for the st where stories of Tumer, Quiman, McMurran and Conner

itsome o s

em Teuure, ssid B Dodson, supernenden of the i advascs fth Ceebration, e s

Natchez park nd aco-chairman ofthe 1997 Celbration.  “And we provide fundsfo prining costs snd for shu-

e bave cach e, nd e Nl

1o bea pat of " Dodsor a Park Service i the bookstor et upeach yearat the cor-
Founied by Caron VW Smith of Copiah-Lincol,

the Celcbraton receves community-wide voluntet and

ference 1 an deal match withthe Natche park's mision, i catity and can coniute ey o he

i Celbration which can be usd fr matching grant money.”

“The frst Natchez Litray 1990 Easiem National
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Pk dasa

o i s Ty Ot
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s cxch e provie s whch ol Lo v s o o o0 el . Do o and Evl At
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i
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s el Hait he Lit.
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9 am. “Belonging: The Fanily in the Soulh, An Overview.” by Dr. Wil Ferris,  Friday
diesor, i 9 am. Wil Alende Py and Wller Pocy: Yo e S by
1030m. Jacks Claysy”
by Dt Robert V. Remin,professor of b ..w....m..smu..,mwnw ll)!ax.m"lhlmpolhmnuu, o e S B i ey
Lpm. " Amwk:mclk:menwmng Dunbar e Hendrons and e S Universy o Wiscons
" by El ol A by
Jackson
145 pm. the e 0 Dinng wd Dy mmuamm;\umw
1 Manion;” by Dr. Marie Tyler-McGrav, historan, National ark Service, Washinglon, Palace and Galatoir’s Restaurans i New Orleans, uchil, Tounder, The
D Soutem Film il I New Oresns
5 pm.“The Familes of Endora Welly's Fiction;” by Dr. Noel olk, profesor ofEng: 3-8 pan Landatarks n Nacher's Garlen Dt 1 gided walking e
1, Univesiy of St s il i i sy Howe, Bames Hos, Bone Howie s Ty Egcsel
Srr ot ol s Copi il CaSopm oot
830 pm. Choice Lin-
y o Theatre, Lin-ton Avenue
ton Avenve. o
% “Once Upon  Time When We Were Colored” the sward-winaing film based on the
*“Once Upon a Time When We Were Colored,” an award-winning im based onthe el
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Armstrong Public Library
Bailey House

Barnes House

Boone House

Historic Natchez Foundation

The Natchez Literary Celebration

Linden

Melrose May 29-31, 1997
Monmouth

Museum of the Natchez Association for the Preservation of Afro-American Culture
The Natchez Eola Hotel

‘The Natchez Little Theatre

Stratton Chapel Gallery

“Trinity Episcopal Church

1717 pase 36



g defapary Lﬂndmar/es
Literary
Celebration,
Sheriff’s
Rodeo this
weekend

ByANIE OBEIRAE

e ————

M.

“Once Upon A 5
namo wil aso bo shown. Some of the books on the shelves are oither by or abou such authors as Walker Percy and
Eudora Wolly.

1417 pose 37
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Thursday, My 29, 1997 Serving Natche, Vidll and the Miss Lou Ntcher, Misssipp. 0
Celebration ey e

e vt s sationd by he
TSt oo Asaion i
perrieisc b §

y
Adims Gy Shnits Wi T ol 510




[ Frday, May 30, 1997 THE NATCHEZ DEMOCR
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The Natchez

celebratlonDemOCr at

opens with
talk of home

Dr. William Ferris discusses the
Southerners sense of place

Natche's hidden Mstory page 114
By JAMIE O’BEIRNI
The Natches Desmocrat

Vicksburg native Dr. William Ferris kicked-off
the Natchez Literary Celebration Thrstay morning
with a discussion about “hom

“We are taught o dovaluc the places we'e from;
said Ferrs. “But the most enduring lessons  come
between the ages of three and eight.”

Over 180 audience members buzzing with excite-
ment were on hand for the opening of the festival

Ferris, who gave his presentation at the Natchez
Eola, described the Southern sense of place.

“In the South, the first on asked of a
stranger is ‘Where are you from?™ Ferris said. *It's
the most important quéstion.”

Ferris, who is director of the Center for Southern
Culture at Ole Miss, discussed the complexities of
Southern life.

According o Ferris the home i not so much the
Hiteral land, but our interaction wid

Most audicnce members seemed especially excit-
ed after the festival opening.

“At this point I couldn’t be more excited,”said 1997 e Y|
Dorothy Stubbs who recently moved to Natchez 4 2
from Baton Rouge.

"We've had guests from LSU come to stay with us
for the past three days just for ths.

Ferris discussed how the economic conditions of
the South are.like a third world country
Extreme poverty exists right alongside wealth
The South is the most American and unAmerican
region in the country e said.

Former Gov. William Winter, presiding as master
of ceremonies, recognized the contributions of co-
chairman Carolyn Vance Sm

‘What do you do with a lady who does every-
thing? She helps with éverything,” Winter said.

‘The festival continues at 9 a.m. today in the Eola
Hotel with a presentation by Dr. Patrick Samway,
sJ

For additional information call 445-0353,
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Looking for a home?
Choose Adams County, Mississippi,
and enjoy the area’s numerous cultural benefits,
such as the Olympic Award-winning

Natchez Literary Celebration!

The Adams County Board of Supervisors

For retirement information..
please c:

the Natchez-Adams County
Economic and Community Development
Authority
(601) 445-0288

1997 pse

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL
NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION

presents
LITERARY GIANTS:

AN EVENING TO REMEMBER

8pm, Satuday, May 31, 1997
“Tho Natchez Eoia Hotel
Natchez, Missssipi

Presiding: The Honorable Willam F. Wintor
Prosident, Board of Trusees.
7 Misissppi Departmont of Achivos and History
Jackson, Mississop
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The Natchez Democrat

Natchez, Mississippi  Jecnsley - C-1-97

Spencer, Foote
win Wright

literary

By BRIAN HAWKINS
‘The Natchez Democrat

Two of Mississippi's natives
were honored Saturday with a lit-
erary excellence award named for
Natchez’s own “native son

Elizabeth
Spencer, au-
thor of such
novels as
“The Light in
the Piazza”
and “The
Night  Tra-
vellers,” and
Shelby Foote,
whose three-
volume “The Civil War: a
Narrative,” was the basis for the
PBS miniseries “The Civil War,”
were named the recipients of the

Spencer

awards

Excellence Awards duri
final of the
Literary Celebration
Wright, who died in 1960, is
most famous for his novels “Black
Boy” and “Native Son.”
Spencer, a
Carrollton
native
graduate  of
Belhaven Col-
lege and Van
derbilt  Uni

the
Natchez

and

versity, ~ adds
the  Wright

Foote award to her
other

prestigious literary honors, but she

hum-

said receiving it is
bling”

Richard

———

sometimes dream about.”

Wright

See AWA|
When you reed his books, you see
the hardships he faced within his
family and from the outside
world,” Spencer said

“For Richard Wright, the world
of books opened up a world pre-
viously impossible to find, and
when we reread his books, we see
what a trailblazer he was. I feel
both honored and humble.”

For Foote, a Greenville native
and author of the novel, “Shiloh,”
which many have described as the
most famous Civil War  story
since “The Red Badge of
Courage,” receiving the award in
Natchez “hooks me up to a past |

Literary

“It fills me with certain fe

RDS,

“This award is also a way (o
make a superb apology to Richard

L
Wright for the prejudices and
injustices he endured,” Foote
said.

l‘(i‘/77' pese 4



Monday, June 2, 1997

THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss.

. 5A

R ——
AWARD RECIPIENTS: Shelby Foote, author of The Civil War: a Narrative,” and Elizabeth Spencer, far righ, author of “The Light
in the Piazza,” each receive their Richard Wright Literary Excellence Awards from Dr. John Guice, lef, history professor at the
Griverity f Soulne Universty, at an awards dinner ufing the Netches Lteray Galebration Saturcay ight




4A + THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss. Monday, June 2, 1997

The Natchez Democrat

PINION

Congratulations go to authors and
! Natchez Literary Celebration

lhe South, of which the Miss-Lou is an inte-
I gral part, has a rich heritage and a full and
complex past filled with great men and
women from all walks of life.

One such man was Richard Wright, a Natchez
native who authored such great novels as “Black
Boy” and “Native Son.”

“To honor his name and his literary talent and to
recognize other talents that have come after him,
the Richard Wright Literary Excellence Awards are
given out.

This year the Richard Wright awards went to
Elizabeth Spencer, author of “The Light in the
Piazza” and The Night Travelers,” and Shelby
Foote, the author of the three-volume “The Civil
War: a Narrative.” They were presented during the
Natchez Literary Celebration.

We congratulate Spencer and Foote for both
being selected to receive this award as well as for
engaging and enlightening us by putting pen to
paper. We also congratulate Carolyn Vance Smith
and all the volunteers who have put together
another great Literary Celebration.

This event adds deeper dimensions to Natchez,
Mississippi and The South and serves as an exam-
ple of what is right with The South today. The
Natchez Literary Celebration explores, celebrates
and honors the rich heritage of The South as well
as its complex past filled with great men and
women of both yesterday and today.

G pegse 17



The Eighth Annual
Natcher Litevary Celebration
presents

Famous Southern Families
in Fiction and in Fact

May 29 - 31, 1997

The Natchez Eola Hotel
Natchez, Mississippi

= b = . Sponsored by
Eyie Ccaes i presen o gt Copiaf-Lincoln Community College,
FREE. Enfiancing the lecture series are Missssippi Department of Archives and Histor,
low-cost events related to the theme, includ- and the National Park Service
ing tours of historic mansions, an evening at
thie theater, a movie, booksignings, and fes- FORTICKETS using credit card...
Call Natches Box Office

t ial events.
e social eve (601) 445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259

Historic  _c&%

sumaTE
S POSTAGE
PAD
—= NATOHEZ, M 39121
on the Mississippi PERMITNO. 160
Convention & Visitors Bureau
422 Main Street
PO. Box 1485
Natchez, Mississippi 39121-1485
1-800-99-NATCHEZ

1997 pese 17



Masani)Doparmrt A sy
PO e s o

5w WARION SiiTH
270 Foster Moun.
Natchaz Mo 35130-Sass

Lullik

L P 1 O

mow oRG.
us! Posmiz

sEmaTG |

Eudora Welty’s 5 Photographs: Home Places
Offered by Department to Benefit Trust Fund

The Mississippi Department of Archives and  (for the future preservation of Miss Welty’s
aphs TrustFund. Each

by Eudora Welly, limited in ive i ih300 prissof

cachimage. The first 150 pint (five images)

Natchez Literary
Celebrahon May 29-31
s Foionnd
i3 e o iy
Calcraton o be e Moy
quarters at the Natchez Eola Horel, Speakers

Time Wi We Were Colord) Elen Douglas
(Black Cloud,

Baby), Wil D. Campbel (Providence and

ediion, home placs, sreflected salestax and $8.50 per seship-

inimagesof home aken during.

the 19305 in Utica, Grenada, -
 Jackson, Mississippi. The $100 cach

photographs were seleced by (plus $7.00 state sales tax and

Eudora Welty and Patti Black, $6.25 each  shipping).

o s more Mot 191 o
‘Wright Literary Excellence Award re novelist

fomerditorof e OK Cai
ol M

arebeing aceepted by mailor-
Prived by Jams Patierson deronly

Foote, both of whom will be on hand for pre-
sentation ceremonies. Eudora Welty' The Pon-

from original negatives in the

he il

Deparment’s Welty Colecion,
the photographs are archivally
processedtomeetthe sandards
el e
otographs arc
ot ey iy
Vo sl nd et The e
f Each

chase; there are no discounis
for multple-set purchases or
todealers.© - customer
pickup)” e
OWCa

May 19. Rhuuh‘ddw&wﬂ)
il b shipped during the ek of ofMay 19,

Dhotogagh i bat a e o th ek
Collection and the Missisippi Departmen of

Old Capital Shop or ordered by mal. For more
information, writco calth Shop, . 0. Box 71,
Jacks el 601/359-6921

vidually orina set of five.

“The Eudora Welty Print Scries is  fund-  Picrured above is Pigs and Sheets, one of five
g prjet forthe Wty House Trust Fund _photographs ofred.
lissi: i Historic tion C May 8-10

illeshow. “Mostof e s e
&

e w.mmm Sf e asoe
e S100, with  special
e s e i e
nightsina downtown hotel, and eleven meas.
Mississippi 1500-1800 t-shirts, printed
in two bright Festival colors, are St
able for purchase in the Old Capitol Shof

Call for Papers: Gulf Coast Conf.
pers and pancl proposals has beer
issucd or he 16th Gl CoatHistoryand -

acing i

tage Tourism in Your Hom Conference sponsors are the Mississippi Depart-

al Archacology of the Gulf Coast” to be

vt g e IS Tt o8 A Hos T L Al ke
borhoods.” and mre at the 1997 Historic Prescr-  sippi Heritage Trust. Registration fo educational  speaker i Jerald T. Milanich, Forida Muscum
o Cntrence My B10in N Sphen e 55 Anong allonevens e 1. N oy Crgory

willbeavail-  Black Heri versty of b

am e et st s ol et o

1 publish the ps-

For
on, call the Mississippi Heritage
Trust, 601/354-0200.

al s, an vice-  more informa
e o e atona e o o P

M7 page 49

per
s (by May 20, 1997) please contact Daniel
E. Miller, 904/474-2067.



May 29-31
THE EIGHTH ANNUAL
NATcHEZ LiTERARY CELEBRATION
NATCHEZ, Miss.
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‘TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
CELEBRATES 175 YEARS OF CHRISTIAN FAITH
AND LITERARY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

1. Charles Stietenroth had for some years been compiling information related to Trinity when in 1922 at the urging of fellow
parishioners he published One Hundred Years with “Old Trinity” Church. In it he offers a history of Triity, excerpts from vestry
” n i “Trinity’s rectors and a number of

Robert E. May's John A. Quit a general in the Mexican

War,goverr of Missisipp from 1850 o 1851, membe of U, . House of Repisetaives from 1855 1 1858 and e bulis

of the antebellum home Monmouth.  The cover of The Journal of Mississippi History depicts portaits of Quitman and Jefferson
Davis.

3. In 1845 Varina Howell was married to Jefferson Davis at her fmily’s Natchez home, the Briars, by the Reverend David C. Page,
rector of Trinity Church. Jefferson Davis became President of the Confederacy, and aftr his death Varina Howell Davis supported
s as feclance wrtr n 1390 hertwo-voume menoi of her husbands e was publihed. I i neresin (0 ot tha the
author's atthat time.

Joan Balfour Payne (Mrs: John B. Dicks) and hr mothr Josphine Balfour Payn collaborted in te 1950, e and
{aruing i including a lonely and
mpets, a smwawzy leprechaun who travels to America’s southern bayous, and an ordinary cat who dyes her, paws Y it

5. Written in 1958 by Margaret Persell Marshall, The Six Licle Girls of Lansdowne is the true story of Mrs. Marshall's six
‘randdaughters who grew up on their grandparents’ cotton plantation in the 1950, Mrs. Marshall was inspired by Louise-Clarke
Pymelle’s book Diddie, Dumps and Tof which tels of tree sisters who lived on a plantation near Natchez before the Civil War. The
Marshall family connection to Trinity Church dates to the girls® great-great grandfather Levin R. Marshall who was one of the
founding members, and his son George Marshall who was a senior warden n 1890 and 1891, All six girls were christencd and
confirmed at Trinity, and the oldest, Marsha (Margaret) Colson, is a newly elected vestry member. The Six Little Girls of Lansdowne
was reprinted in 1992 by Charlotte Marshall Edmonds, the fourth of the girls.

6. Pierce Butlr, born in New Orleans in 1873, was Dean Emeritus of Newcomb Collge when in 1948 he published The Unhuried
Years, an accoun of e at Laurel Hill,the plantaion near Natchez where Butle's family had ived from th late eighteenth century.

He ells of a tenant who had lived on the property for many years, one Pluvius Morton, 5o named because he was born during a great
. In 1954 Butler published Laurel Hill and Later, an account of his ife. Wilmer Shields, son of a family friend, managed Laurel
for Butlers father i the late nineteenth century. Now Shields's great-great granddaughter, Kathy Marshall Moody, manages the
2,000 acre estate for Mr. Butler's grandson and namesake, Pierce Buter 1. Kathy Moody isone of the “Six Litle Girls."

z

Elizabeth Dunbar Murray's book, My Mother Used 0 Say, is a collection of stories and memories related by her mother, Mary
Conway Shields Dunbar. In it she tells her from Virginia
T e e e B
near Natchez in 1859, with candy pulling and cries of “Chris » And finally, the story of two ladies who in |x53 “were

ordered to leave Vicksburg on twenty four hours” notice for when Lincoln

at Copiah Lincoln Community College

L. Curhy Yonce Sk s of ik Loy Coermcp e s it Fog
in Natchez since 1977 in ing as Director of Public Relations. An
Gty fan sorved o te il o it o P of e Episcopal RN WorcEi o S Dioaal ExiCus
Committee. She speaks of “the joy of seeing thoughts come alive on paper.” Several of her many non-fiction books are featured
throughou the exhibit

Laura Bailey Parks, a nationally known textile artst, interpreted architectural features from nine antebellum homes in Naichez to
create nine stunning quilts. She is married to the Reverend Limuel G. Parks, Jr. who was rector of Trinity Church from 1982 to 1991.
Carolyn Vance Smith collaborated on the book Natchez by Design to tel the story of the quilts and the houses that

Mrs. Par
inspired them,
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A literary history of the house at

508 Washington Street

Peter Isler, a printer and publisher who was the official printer for the Mississippi
Territory, built the original story-and-a-half townhouse prior to 1819.

In 1819, Isler sold the house to Joseph Quegles of Majorca,
who lived here with his family. Three years later, in March of
1822, Quegles commissioned artist and ornithologist John J.
Audubon to teach drawing, music and French lessons to his
daughter, Melanie. Audubon conducted lessons in the house.
Members of Judge William T. Martin’s family, who lived in the
house throughout the 20th century, said that Audubon painted in
a second-floor studio in the back brick building in the home.
Audubon went on to become one of America’s most famous
painters of birds, publishing numerous sets of his works, and is
the namesake for the Audubon Society.

John J. Audubon

Another literary figure, Natchez photographer Henry C.
Norman, purchased the home in 1891 for $4,500. Norman
quickly became the best-known photographer in the region and
was called upon to photograph the most significant social and
cultural events in town for 30 years. Norman photographed
streets, people, businesses, landscapes, the river and its
riverboats, leaving a tremendous body of work.  His work has
been featured in three books and numerous exhibits by Joan and
Thomas Gandy, who purchased the Norman negatives from his
widow, Clara, in 1961.

Henry C.

Around 1900, the story-and-a-half building was raised to a full two stories high. One of the
original dormer windows of the story-and-a-half townhouse remains intact on the stair landing.
Four original soliers, which are now electrified, are still in use. The house is now home to
Natchez Dcmocra! Publisher Kenneth Boone and his family.
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SOUTHERN FAMILIES: BOUND TOGETHER IN THE TREE OF LIFE

From Eudora Welty's fictional Ponders to William Faulkner's legendary Snopeses...from
the reallife black and white Lees of Virginia to the bigger-than-iife Longs of Louisiana...from
philosophers to poets...from food experts to military heroes...from aristocrats to rebels to
rednecks...

All kinds of Southerners are intertwined in this "tree of life,” a multi-media depiction by
William M. Smith, Jr., who created it especially for the 1997 Natchez Literary Celebration.

ABOUT THE ARTIST, WILLIAM M. SMITH, JR.

A native of Natchez, Mississippi, William M. Smith, Jr., 24, attended Trinity Episcopal Day
School in Natchez before transferring to The McCallie School, Chattanooga, Tennessee, for his
high school years. While at McCallie, he studied art and architecture and produced numerous set
designs for the school's theater department.

In 1994 Smith earned a bachelor of fine arts degree with honors in a double major of
painting and sculpture from Birmingham Southern College, Birmingham, Alabama. His senior
project, which included multiple paintings and sculptures, was the featured exhibit in the BSC art
department during the spring of 1994.

During the year following graduation from BSC, Smith worked as manager of visual
designs and displays in Birmingham at Macy's, Rich's, and The Gap. He also created theater sets
at Mountain Brook High School and produced custom portraits, murals, and other paintings for
homes, schools, churches, and businesses in the Birmingham area.

In September 1995 Smith moved to Northampton, Massachusetts, to accept a position as
visual arts designer at the largest mall in New England. He also worked part time in set design
and construction in the theater department at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, and
accepted commissioned paintings and drawings for individuals and businesses. In the summer
of 1996 Smith returned south to work in two art studios in Atlanta, the David Johnson Studio and
the Cherrylion Studio. One of his major assignments was assisting with a multi-million-dollar
bronze sculpture given to the city of Atlanta by the Prince of Wales Society of England in
commemoration of the Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta

‘Smith s currently busy with studio art, teaching art classes, and studying at the University
of Georgia, Athens. Future plans are to obtain a master of art therapy degree. His paintings,
sculptures, and designs have been featured in art galleries and private collections throughout the
South, including a 1996 one-man show at the Natchez Art Gallery. He has also won numerous
awards, including two first-place awards in a 1997 art contest sponsored by Trinity Episcopal
Church of Natchez. His work with the Natchez Literary Celebration began in 1989 when he
designed the NLC logo and has continued annually with such exhibits as the three-dimensional
mannequin displays in 1996, which carried out the theme of "Southern Women.” Numerous other
designs have also been published in major and

publications.

The artist Is represented by
The Art Alliance, 650 Pulaski Street, Athens, GA 30601; 1-706-543-9140
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cutline for photo of Eudora Welty and William Faulkner
to accompany story about Natchez Literary Celebration

Two famous Souther writers, Wiliam Faulkner and Eudora Welty, both of
Mississippi, will have their fiction discussed at the eighth annual Natchez (Mississippi)
Literary Celebration, May 29-31, 1997. Theme of the conference is "Famous Southern
Families in Fiction and in Fact." Both Faulkner and Welty made their families famous and
wrote about fictional families who likewise have become famous. Faulkner and Welty are
shown in 1962 on the occasion of Faulkner's receiving the National Insitute of Ats and
Letters Gold Medal for Fiction. (Photograph is owned by University Archives, The
University of Mississippi.)

The Natchez Literary Celebration, winner of numerous awards, including a national
Cultural Olympics Award for outstanding humanities programming, is sponsored by
Copiah-Lincoln Community College, Mississippi Department of Archives and History and

the National Park Service.
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Aht

a comedy by
JOSEPH FIELDS and B
JEROME CHODOROV Little Theatre Playhouse
214 Linton Avenue
adapted from the book by
EUDORA WELTY MAY 28, 29, 30 AND 31, 1997, at 8:30 p.m.
and JUNE 1, 1997, at 2:30 p.m.
Directed By
ELIZABETH M. BOGGESS FOR RESERVATIONS CALL

Produced by special arrangement with 442'2233

Samuel French, Inc.
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Dr. Barbara Carpenter, Exccutive Director
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Booth, Secretary
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3825 Ridgewood Road, Room 311
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The
University of Mlississippi

Oxford + Jackson * Tupelo » Southaven

Genter forthe Study of Southern Culure

Universiy, Vs 356

March 18, 1997

scolemiss odu
whecsscolemiss.odu

TO: State Advisory Committee
FROM: ‘William Ferris, Director
SUBJECT:  Advisory Committee Meeting in Natchez

‘The Center’s State Advisory Committee will hold its next meeting on Saturday, May 31, during the
1997 Natchez Literary Celebration. SAC member Carolyn Vance Smith is cochair of the May 28-31
event, which will explore the theme “Famous Southern Families in Fiction and in Fact.” Among the
scholars and writers scheduled to speak are Will D. Campbell, Ellen Douglas, Kenneth Holditch, Noel
Polk, and Clifton Taulbert. 1 have the honor of giving the opening talk on this impressive program
This year's Richard Wright Literary Excellence Award will be presented to Elizabeth Spencer and
Shelby Foote. Other activities include a performance of Eudora Welty's The Ponder Heart, a showing
ofthe film version of Taulbert’s Once Upon a Time When We Were Colored, tours, book signings,
and receptions.

‘A fiyer with information about the program and registration is enclosed. Most of the lectures are free,
and tours to historic homes and buildings, the film, the play, and social events are priced individually
at low cost. Tickets are available through the Natchez Box Office. For details, see the flyer. For
lodging information and reservations, call the Eola Hotel at 445-6000 or Natchez Pilgrimage Tours
at 800-647-6742. Carolyn and I hope you will plan to attend the entire Literary Celebration as well
as the SAC lunch and meeting

At noon on Saturday, May 31, thanks to the kind invitation of SAC member John Callon, we will
gather for lunch at the conference room of Callon Petroleum Company’s headquarters, located on
the top floor of a beautifully restored building overlooking the Mississippi River. The address is 200
North Canal Street; telephone 442-1601. The cost of the meal, including drinks and wine, is $15.50
a person. (Checks should be made to the caterer, Sissy Eidt.) Our mecting will begin immediately
after lunch and will conclude no later than 4:00 p.m. Please return the enclosed form to make
reservations for lunch. Or, if you prefer, you may call my assistant, Scott McCraw, at 232-5093

‘You will s00n be receiving a new issue of the Southern Register with announcements of a variety of
Center activities, but please mark your calendars now for the following dates
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NATCHEZ VISITOR CENTER
(Opening May 1998)
Touch Screen Kiosk Program Information

ATTRACTIONS
(Please Circle )
TYPE Museums ~ Plantations  Historic Houses  Churches

Antiques  Galleries  Fishing/Hunting  Nature Sites

Special Buildings Casino Music Venues Sports
Special Events Night Clubs

NAME:  Nodchez [; keror, Cele bration

DESCRIPTION: (25 Words May)_Thue 3-day confarence anmually

Socvses on Atu literatuve, pistory £ culture of +l
wtpo. Events inclede |ectures “by poted oumttlors and
Scholors and velated movies play?, concerts, 4ours, and

c)dkrbn‘s
ADDRESS: __ Copialh = Liwncoln COMM‘J’\? o (lej= , Natelaz

ADMISSION: ¢ owd low-cos+
HOURS:__ 9 &m: = 10 prvn- daily
HANDICAP ACCES CYes ) No

(Please Circle)

TELEPHONE: (0(+ $%6-(20 (&

Name & Title of person ing form:__ Cav-olum Vamce Spute

Return form to: Natchez CVB
Visitor Center Project
P.0. Box 1485
Natchez, MS 39121
Fax: 601-442-0814
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Burton B. Hosch, Jr.
President Nalchez

May 6, 1997

Mrs. Carolyn V. Smith 8
270 Foster Mound Road =
Natchez, MS 39120

Dear Carolyn:

Thank you again for rolling out early and giving the Methodist Men such an informative and
entertaining program. When you concluded your remarks, I realized that you had very

cleverly given us a lesson in both history and literature without us even knowing it!

1 look forward to this year’s Festival, which we know will be another resounding success.
Thanks for giving us such an interesting preview of things to come.

Yours truly,
73 i

Burton B. Hosch, Jr.
President - Natchz

BBH,Jr./rj
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The eighth annual
NATCHEZ | LITERARY CELEBRATION

FAMOUS SOUTHERN FAMILIES

IN FICTION AND IN FACT

From Eudora Wely's fictional Ponders to
Wiliam Faulkner's legendary Snopeses...fromthe

experts to miltary heroes..from aristocrats to
rebels 1o rednecks.

Al inds of Southerners will be explored
during the 1997 Natchez Literary Celebration, an

packed conference, called by Mississippi
Humanities Council evaluators the state’s "most
significant conference of its kind," will reveal
tantalizing details about Southern individuals and
groups who left their legacy on the region's
history, lterature, and culture.

e daytime presentations wil take
place at The Natchez Eola Hotel. Related free
and_low-cost events inckude tours of historic
mansions, a play, a fiim, booksignings, exhibis,
and receptions.

Director of Proceedings

e Honorable Wiliam F. Wi

Prosidont, Board o Trusiees
Masissopi

A ‘of Archives and History

M. Wintar and Fomm Govmorof Wit

M Bamott M Dodson Mrs. St
Gelobration co-chaiman are James F. Barnet J

Direcor of Hisori Propertes, Mssissippi Department of
Archives and History in Natchez: Robert Dodson,
Superintondont,Nachez National HistoricalPark; and Carolyn
Vance Smith, Instrucor of Engish, Diector of Public
informaton, and Stats Elderhostal Director, Capiah Lincoin
Community College in Natchez.
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THE EIGHTH ANNUAL
NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION

presents

FAMOUS
SOUTHERN FAMILIES
IN FICTION AND IN FACT

The Natchez Eola Hotel
Natchez, Mississippi
May 29-31, 1997







EXHIBITS

Exhibits funded by the Mississippi Humanities Council will be on display through-
out the 25th anniversary celebration. They will be located in the lobby of the
War Memorial Building and at various spots in the Old Capitol Museum.

Special tours and gallery talks will feature specific exhibits on Monday and
Tuesday. Please take time to enjoy these outstanding examples of MHC-
funded projects. Consult your printed program for times, locations, and
exhibit guides.

Croftsmen of Mississippi V.A. Patterson, Mississippi Craftsmen’s Guild

Images of Madness Jane Crater Hiatt, Mississippi State Hospital/
Mental Health Association of the Capital Area

The Library and Its Community ~ Pamela Pridgen,

Hattiesburg Public Library
Natchez Jewish Homecoming Marcie Cohen Ferris, Temple B'Nai Isracl/
Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience
Shake ‘Em on Down John Ruskey, Delta Blues Museum

Exhibits and gallery talks throughout the celebration cosponsored by the
organizations which produced them, as listed above.

FILM FESTIVAL
Screenings of MHC-Supported Videos

The Mississippi Humanities Council has supported many award-winning
documentaries, dramatizations of classics, and other film, audio, and video
programs. Some of the videos will be screened on Monday and Tuesday in
the Senate Chamber: The programs will be introduced by humanities
scholars, who are always a central resource for council-supported produc-
tions, and the scholars will answer questions and facilitate discussions
following each screening

These programs, many of which have been broadcast on public television
and public radio, should be of interest to the general public and of special
interest to teachers in history, literature and languages, music, and other
humanities areas. Teacher Guides will be available at the sessions. Copies of
the tapes are available on loan for educational purposes. A complete list of
MHC videos is available upon request.

Screenings cosponsored by Mississippi Educational Television. Videos are
available courtesy the Southern Humanities Media Fund, of which MHC is
amember.

Freedom on My Mind, Dr. Charles Sallis, Millsaps College

The Delta Foundation, Producers: Connie Fields and Marilyn Melford
This two-hour documentary brings to lfe the dramatic story of the Mississippi Voter
Registration Project (1961-1964) and the many individuals committed to racial justice
who itimately created the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party. Nominated for
1994 Academy Award for “Best Feature Documentary” winner of Grand Jury Prize at
the Sundance Fiim Festivl, 1994, John O'Connor Award, American Historical
Association, and other prizes.

Tell About the South, |, Dr. Ginger Hitt, MS University for Women

James Agee Film Project, Producer: Ross Spears
The frst episode of a three-part series which explores the lterary tradition of the
South, showcasing the rich history of the region and featuring interviews with
numerous fving authors, including Mississippians Eudora Welty, Shelby Foote, Wilie
Morris, and Margaret Walker

For additional information, please contact MHC at 601-982-6752, write MHC, 3825 Ridgewood
Road,Jackson 39211, or email barbara@mhc state.ms.us. FAX 982-6750, or visit our Homepage
at htip/Awwwihl state.ms.us/indexhtml

The Mississippi Humanities Council does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, or age.

This program is supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities through
the Mississippi Humanities Council

Al Mississippi Humaniti
choase to pay for the meal is welcome to attend the awards dinner. Seating will b provided.

Council programs are free and open to the public. Anyone who does not
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